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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues

1.1 To consider the Notice of Motion received for the meeting of the Council on 1st December,
2025 in relation to Provision of Sustainable Burial Options.

2.0 Recommendation

2.1 Members are asked to note that, in accordance with Standing Orders, Notices of Motion
which commit the Council to expenditure or falls within the remit of a particular Committee
must be referred to the appropriate committee for consideration and report.
At this time Members are only asked to note that the Notice of Motion has been received and
that a subsequent report will be brought to Committee, if that Committee so agrees, outlining
a detailed consideration of the Notice of Motion and the potential costs implications.
The Committee is asked to note that this motion will be referred on the first instance to the
People and Communities Committee.

3.0 Main Report
Key Issues

3.1 The Committee will be aware that Standing Orders 13 (m) to (r), as agreed by the Council at

its meeting on 4th October, are as follows:

(m)  The Standards and Business Committee will have delegated authority to adopt or
reject Notices of Motion. The Lord Mayor will indicate at the Council meeting those
Notices of Motion that have been considered by the Standards and Business
Committee and whether such Notices of Motion were rejected or adopted. In
either case, the proposer only may speak on the issue at Council.

(n) The Standards and Business Committee will refer all Notices of Motion directly to
a standing committee when the matter to which the Notice of Motion refers falls
within the remit of that committee. At Council, the Lord Mayor will indicate that the
Notice of Motion was received and referred. There will be no speakers on such
Notices of Motion at Council.

(o) The Standards and Business Committee will refer Notices of Motion for
consideration by full Council when the Notice of Motion relates to a strategic or
constitutional matter.

(p) The Standards and Business Committee will not have the power to amend the
wording of any Notice of Motion that is being referred to the full Council for debate.

(g) Any amendments to Notice of Motions to be proposed at the Council are to be
furnished at least one day in advance of going to the full Council and will be
circulated to Party Group Leaders in advance of the Council meeting.




3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

(N Inreferring any matter to the full Council, the Standards and Business Committee
may determine to restrict contributions to the debate in relation to any Notice of
Motion to one per political party. At the Council meeting, the Lord Mayor will
clearly indicate if the restriction applies.

The following motion has been received:

Provision of sustainable burial options

“That this Council recognises the significant environmental impact of traditional
burial and cremation practices, including high carbon emissions, chemical
pollution, and long-term land use challenges, as highlighted in the All-Party
Group on Climate Action’s briefing paper "Beyond Burial and Cremation”.

This Council further acknowledges the growing public interest in more
sustainable, dignified, and low-carbon alternatives to conventional practices —
such as natural (green) burials, tree pod interment, and other emerging end-of-
life methods.

Natural burial, which involves the use of biodegradable materials, avoids
embalming, and often takes place in woodland or meadow settings with minimal
ongoing maintenance, has already been successfully implemented elsewhere as
a simple and ecologically restorative option.

Accordingly, this Council agrees to:

1. Explore the feasibility of providing sustainable burial options within
existing or new cemeteries, including the designation of natural
burial grounds or woodland burial areas within our district; and

2. Provide an update report on any identified legislative, planning,
infrastructural, or regulatory barriers that may impact the delivery of
these sustainable end-of-life options locally. “

Proposer: Councillor Hedley Abernethy

Seconder: Councillor Tara Brooks

The motion calls upon the Council to explore the feasibility of providing sustainable burial
options within existing or new cemeteries — the responsibility for cemeteries and burial
provision sits with the People and Communities Committee - the motion will therefore be

referred to that Committee.

Financial and Resource Implications

None associated with this report.

Equality or Good Relations Implications

None.




4.0

Documents Attached

None.




